MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF THE ROYAL BURGH OF TAIN MEETING HELD ON 31 JANUARY 2010 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TAIN

Present:
Mr P Whiteley (Chair)
Mr M Herd 



Mr R Robertson

Mr D McAllister



Mr D MacIvor


Ms L Grant



Mr A Rhind


Mr N Munro (Vice-Chair)



Mr G Amos


Mr K Anderson



Mrs S Stone

	1.

1.1
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr MacDonald

One minute silence was observed in respect of Mrs Dundas’s sad passing. 



	2.


	POLICE REPORT - none.


	3.

3.1


	DRAFT TAIN TRANSPORT MASTERPLAN

It was noted that Mr MacRae was unable to attend the meeting.

	4.

4.1
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 29 November 2010 were approved by Mr Rhind, and seconded by Mr Amos.  Mr Whiteley thanked Mr Munro for Chairing the previous meeting. 



	5.

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4


	MATTERS ARISING

Item 7.3 ref new school.  Mrs Stone enquired about a new school.  It was noted that in the Highland Council’s capital plan there was a proposal to build a new school.  If funds become available it may come to fruition.

Item 7.2 item Senior Citizen’s Party.  Mr Whiteley reported that the Senior Citizen’s party went well.

Item 7.3 ref hedge by BT site.  Mr Munro indicated that the hedge was now going to be trimmed back.

Item 8.1 ref Lidl sign.  It was noted that the Lidl sign application was been passed by planning.



	6.

6.1


	YOUTH ISSUES

Tain Royal Academy. Mr Whiteley reported that the work was almost complete making the pool and TRACC area DDA complete.  A new Depute appointed – Brian Sinclair.  The School is working hard to implement the Curriculum for Excellence.  Years S5/6 prelims begin soon.  The senior dance postponed from last term took place in January.  A Burns Supper in aid of the Malawi group was held last last week, and there was extensive support from the community.  There is bad news in that there is a reduction in teaching staff.


	6.2
	Tain Youth Forum/Tain Youth Café – no report.


	7.

7.1
	CHAIR’S REPORT 

Mr Whiteley apologised for not attending the last meeting, this was due to illness and snow.  Mr Whiteley indicated that it was pleasing to see a good turnout of Community Councillor’s at the Senior Citizen’s Party.  It is good news from the judicial review on Asda.  It is hopeful news for the area as Nigg yard may be opening again soon.


	8.


	HIGHLAND COUNCILLOR’S REPORT



	8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

8.5

8.6


	Mr Rhind’s report.  Mr Rhind reported that he had a meeting with the Director of TEC Services about the Halcrow report, and it was noted that nothing will be actioned as no funds available now, but if there are in future items may be done.  The parking in Fountain Road  is a difficult issue to resolve.  Mr Rhind thanked all involved in the Senior Citizen’s Party, including the volunteers and the many businesses.  Mr Rhind proposed a Common Good Fund application for the cost of the party.  Mr Munro seconded the proposal.  This was agreed.  Tesco have 21 days to appeal the judicial review, still some access issues over the Tesco site.  Reference the box for the School Crossing Patroller – Mr Whiteley and Mr Rhind to meet to discuss.  Mr Rhind now has all the invoices for the Christmas lights to enable the Common Good Fund application to go in for all the extra costs.  Mr Amos seconded the application.  This was agreed.  Mr Rhind is still pursuing issues at the Courthouse.  With regard to the Mussels, the Mussels Officer would be please to come to speak to the Community Council – this was agreed, and Mr Rhind to arrange.  The Episcopal Church are planning an event to celebrate the King James pilgrimage in 2012.  It was noted that Tain swimming pool will not be closed as part of Highland Council’s budget cuts, but all Classroom Assistants post will be. 

Mrs Stone reported that voluntary organisations will face severe budget cuts, one being the Community Care Forum.  There is a meeting in the Scottish Parliament on Wednesday about this.  Mr Herd voiced his disappointment in the 15% cut backs to Museums.

Mr Munro indicated that the public thought the Christmas lights were better this year, but that the Christmas tree was far off.  Mr Rhind indicated that there were issues with the tree, and that the lights will be put on better next year.

Mr McAllister reported that the beech hedge at the A9 north entrance has been cut back badly.  There is litter in Tesco car park, and a glare in the sky from the lights.  Mr Rhind to check re the lighting.  It was noted that there are lots of potholes.  Mr Rhind reported that that the potholes will be repaired.  The street lights at Manse Crescent are flickering, and nothing has been done re the darkness at Laundry Lane.  The beech hedge at the tennis courts – some trees have been knocked down. The light outside Knockbreck House have been knocked down.

Mr Torrance’s report.  Mr Torrance indicated that the condition of the roads are bad with potholes, and Highland Council are attending to this now.  The ruling from the Court of Session re Tesco/Asda is 35 pages long.  Asda have indicated that they are committed to the masterplan.  Nigg have got a preferred bidder, and hopefully this is movement at last.  Mr Torrance wants to set up another Mussel feast.  He wishes to get together a committee to progress, including Community Council members, to share ideas.  He is aiming for an event in September.  It was noted that there is some money in the mussel account, which could be used as upfront money.

Mr McAllister indicated that the water lorries were still stopping at the Aldie A9 junction.  Mr Rhind is concerned at the lorries, and will progress and report back.



	9.

9.1

9.2


	PLANNING MATTERS

Proposed one way and prohibition of driving order 2010 – Station Road and un-named street – noted.

Planning application – External biomass boiler house for Tain Academy. It was noted that the Community Council had received a letter about the biomass boiler house.  After discussion, it was agreed to respond saying that this had been considered at a previous meeting, and they was no comment put in to planning.



	10.

10.1
	LETTERS

Police statistics November and December/Ward Forum meeting/Highland wide Development Plan/Morrich More site of special interest/Balintore and Hilton Community Council training invite/Moray Firth newsletter/Supplementary guidance for sustainable development/Fair Trade zone newsletter/SEPA newsletter/ASCC information – noted.



	10.2
	Ross & Cromarty Drug and Alcohol Forum.  This group is inviting a representative from the Community Council.  This to be considered at the next meeting.



	10.3
	Kyle of Sutherland Fisheries Board lease.  The netting rights runs out on 31 March 2012.  It was suggested an open bidding process may be appropriate.  It was agreed that Mr Herd would draft something for the next meeting.



	10.4
	Dornoch Firth site of scientic interest – information passed to Mr McAllister.  Retendering of public bus contracts – information passed to Mr Munro.



	10.5
	Tain Transport masterplan.  Whilst Mr MacRae could not attend the meeting to discuss the Transport masterplan, but he sent a letter.  Mr Whiteley read out the letter, and it was agreed to put the letter in with the papers for the next meeting, for consideration.



	10.6
	Tress at Links.  Mr McAllister spoke to his report, in that the tree felling suggested is acceptable, and has no objection except one tree at the corner of the car park, which is bent.  However, there is concern re the general state of the Links, and in particular tree stumps.  There was a general discussion on the Links and the suggestion that the Tree expert attends a Community Council meeting.

 

	11.


	UNEXHAUSTED REMITS – no reports.


	12.

12.1
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Mr Whiteley.  Mr Munro congratulated Mr Whiteley on his marriage and as a token from the Community Councillor’s presented him with a quiach.



	12.2
	Tain Task Force.  Mr McAllister indicated that he was will to bring along a short presentation on Tain Task Force to a future meeting.  This was agreed.



	12.3
	Court of session judicial review.  Mr Robertson enquired how much the Court of session judical review would cost, and who would bear the cost.  Mr Torrance agreed to find this information out.



	11.4
	Finance (in private).  Mrs Mackay indicated that the cheques for this month are staff costs, payback money from last year’s Senior Citizen’s Party Common Good Fund, and the Charitable Bequests money be put in the correct account.  The audited abstract of accounts for 2009-2010 were circulated.  Copies to be sent to Community Councillor’s not at the meeting.




THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.20 PM

THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING IS MONDAY 28 FEBRUARY 2011
